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HomeSchooling

Statistics from a recent survey seen by 500 families show 

that homeschooling is prevalent in households with 2 

children with at least one child if not both being 

homeschooled regardless of the presence of medical 

conditions. About 81.5% expressing that they would still 

choose to homeschool again if presented with the choice 

once more. 

gain knowledge and be educated through 

unconventional ways.  

Being responsible for their children’s learning journey, HS 

parents take on the leadership role, much like the 

‘Academic Director’ in an educational institution.  

As the 'Captain of the Ship’, an outgoing and friendly 

personality combined with leadership and a positive 

outlook are qualities required much like parents who 

homeschool manage the challenges that come their way. 

Some of the HS families do share common challenges as 

they openly expressed through the survey, one such 

indicated “Family and relatives are against the idea, there 

are friends who disagree and feel that school is better.” 

Another “Staying motivated and not getting 

overwhelmed.” The top 3 challenges that resonate most 

with HS parents are social integration, time management 

and social stigmatisation being the top.   

EVERY CHILD 

LEARNS DIFFERENTLY AT 

DIFFERENT PACE AND MAIN 

STREAM SCHOOLS CANNOT 

CATER TO THE INDIVIDUAL 

CHILD’S NEEDS.  

So how does Home School work? What does it entails?  

While families recognise the benefits of homeschool for 

their children and the value of interpersonal relationship 

bonding amongst family, we do see families adopting the 

homeschooling approach, not by choice rather due to 

medical conditions of oneself or their family member. After 

all, time is the only thing that money cannot buy, let alone 

any variation of achieving an education.  

They will review, combine and complement different 

curriculum to cater to the child’s interest and pace. 

Specially crafted monthly schedules which incorporate 

various forms of learning from individual exploration to 

group learning with other like-minded parents and their 

little ones.  

In a broad view, Home School (HS) is nothing more than 

just another avenue of allowing children an opportunity to 



Reached out to 2 different families who are home 

schooling their children. Mdm Sandra Chan, a mother of 

two and Mdm Annette Chua, a mother of one both shared 

some of the similar pros and cons of taking this approach 

with their children’s education.   

Understanding how important it is for HS families to 

constantly support each other emotionally and spiritually 

in this uphill and discriminated journey in Singapore, both 

Sandra and Annette encourages HS parents to persevere 

on regardless of the social stigmatisation they faced on 

daily basis.  

There are days we might doubt 

ourselves but when we see our children 

progressing at their own time, we know 

they are learning. Being 24/7 with our 

children, it is important to take care of 

our emotional health. Be in support 

groups, be with like-minded parents 

and learn the art of breathing. Anything 

that doesn't go well for that day, 

BREATHE…  
- Sandra Chan, mother of 2, 

including one with special needs  

Reflecting and couldn’t agree more with Sandra’s view, 

she asserted "If we are called to homeschool our children, 

go for it! Homeschooling is not just about doing 

academics at home. It is about parenting and life. The 

most important thing is not about how to homeschool but 

why we want to homeschool." 

Sandra openly shared a proverb close to 

her heart which she constantly reflects 

while on her HS journey, “Train up a child 

in the way he should go: and when he is 

old, he will not depart from it”. 

Quoting and unquoting our Patron and 

Speaker of Parliament, Mr Tan Chuan 

Jin from a separate message: 

 

 

 

However, this statement is very apt and 

applicable in all aspect of our lives. Have 

we been more objective or subjective 

today on home schooling? 

“Public perception should be shaped 
by facts.” 

While this article does not provide full information of 

resources on homeschool but it serves to shed some light 

in this area where it is overshadowed by the norm in 

Singapore.  

Parents whose curiosity are piqued about homeschool 

and like to know more, HS families have kindly shared 

some of the available sites for more information. Please do 

visit our website to access these links. 

Keep Calm and Homeschool on. 

Parents are the best teachers a child 

can ever have, those time spent with 

your children are never wasted! The 

strong bonding you have with your 

child will eventually help them build 

strong relationships and better 

interpersonal relationships following 

them for a lifetime! 

- Annette Chua, mother of boy 

with special needs 



Not all chocolates and candies 

for Sherman, he wanted 

more…

Having a placid disposition such as Sherman Low, 

anyone would be quick to pass a personal judgement 

on the limit of what this young teenager is capable of 

with good support and I wasn’t spared of being 

considered as one such person. 

The Low family came to know about Club Rainbow 

(Singapore) [CRS] through a recommendation via our 

satellite office in Kandang Kerbau Hospital (KKH) back 

in 2011.  

Sherman was 15. At that time, he was diagnosed with 

Neonatal Encephalopathy, suffering from epilepsy and 

the function of his right arm was not good. 

Greeted with a warm smile, Mr and Mrs Low Kim Kai 

and their son Sherman were very happy to be invited 

back to CRS for a chat.  

Sherman felt good to see that his humble contribution 

at the heart of CRS – the Reception area where he had 

jointly decorated the piano and the beautiful wall 

mural, capturing subtle attention of whoever enters 

the facility.  

Mrs Low shared, “Before CRS, there was nothing for 

Sherman. We didn’t really know what to do for him in 

terms of his personal and social development.” and Mr 

Low added, “We do give him pieces of paper for him to 

do some scribbling and drawing at home”. Sherman 

would sometimes break down and cry, not knowing 

how to occupy his time. “This certainly made me felt at 

a loss because I wasn’t able to help him”, and Mrs Low 

shook her head as she relives that moment.  

She feels that CRS was the foundation which helped to 

expose her son to many opportunities for him to 

explore his potentials and to inculcate the importance 

of constant learning and self-development. 

Recalling back together with the Low family on their 

initial encounter with CRS, was Miss Sylvia Mak. Sylvia, 

a veteran Senior Social Worker with CRS commented, 

“From the first time I met Sherman when he was 15, I 

knew he had great potential to be more than what 

others perceive him to be!” Subsequently under her 

persistent encouragement, Sylvia managed to 

convince his parents to take a leap of faith in their son; 

to invest in his future. She helped them with 

application for the CRS Talent Development Fund 

(TDF), a fund that supports our beneficiaries in their 

endeavor of pursuing their passion.  

With the TDF, Sherman was able to pursue his first 

interest in a stringed instrument – the Ukulele but took 

a liking to the Classic Guitar through an introduction of 

a friend.   



He received his guitar from CRS, used it for his practice 

sessions and enjoyed playing during his cell group’s 

weekly meetings. The challenge he faced being a left- 

hand, his coach conducted lessons using his right 

hand but despite of such a barrier, he rose above the 

challenge and continued improving his skills and went 

on to perform at some of our concerts.  

As a returning recipient of the TDF, his interest took 

him indoors to the lanes of bowling pins where he 

received a customised weight bowling ball to 

complement his feeble arms. Appealing to the bowling 

trainer, and through Mrs Low’s persistence and 

Sherman’s endurance, he was able to build up 

strength in his right arm which later proved to be 

helpful in his career. 

As the years pass on, Sherman took up swimming 

which was quite unthinkable for a person with a weak 

constitution but continued to push his limits. After 

training rigorously, he took part in the 9th Special 

Olympics Singapore National Games 2017 and 

emerged as the first runner-up. On this note, Mrs Low 

also took the opportunity to show her pride for 

Sherman by thanking him. Why? You may ask…  

Inclusive Swimming Championships 2017: Gold 

Medal, participated in SPH Foundation National Para- 

Swimming Championship in August 2016. For now, he 

only swims for leisure but still continues to challenge 

himself by recording his laps during each session and 

occasionally getting into friendly competitions with his 

elder sister. 

From then onwards, there was no 

stopping this young gentleman. It 

was as if he was scaling mountains 

after mountains, uncovering the 

many interests he possesses and 

trying out everything possible, 

disregarding his medical 

condition. He also dabbled with 

roller skates and rock climbing; 

even with safety precautions in 

place, both parents were still 

 worried for his safety. At the same time, they knew 

that they had to let him go, allowing him to scale the 

heights and be himself. He was like any regular 

teenager of his age, facing the world with curiosity 

and unfaltering faith.  

Before Sherman took up swimming, his father had 

never gone to the pool. And now with Sherman going 

for his personal self-training sessions, his father starts 

to join him and before long; the whole family find 

themselves looking forward to this activity as a way of 

having quality family time together. 

Well done, Sherman!  

Most children have an 

insatiable desire to 

increase their 

knowledge through their 

parents and from the 

people surrounding 

them. Sherman is 

definitely one of them as 

he sought to feed his 

curious mind constantly 

and sees him venturing 

into the Arts. Mrs Low 

proudly shares that 

Sherman goes to Very 

Special Arts (VSA) where 

he was able to further    

Continue reading more on our website 

and check out the photos too! 

Looking back on the journey 

both Sherman and his 

parents have come this far, 

everything was worth the 

while. Mrs Low strongly 

expressed, “It was all possible 

because of the core services 

(Educational, Financial, 

Social, Emotional and 

Informational Support) 

provided by CRS and firm 

belief of their staff. Not only 

workshops are relevant and 

affordable, CRS also offers 

financial support too.” 

Some of the achievements he collected from 

swimming during his stint with CRS are National 

develop his drawing and painting skills...  

- Mrs Low



A year of rainbows for our little ones 

with Micron Foundation 

As part of their Diversity and Inclusion efforts, Micron 

Foundation has adopted Club Rainbow (Singapore) 

[CRS] as one of the charity organisations to give back 

to the community this year.   

An alignment in vision between Micron Foundation 

and CRS on enriching the community sees Micron 

supporting our mission of empowering families with 

children having chronic illnesses and special needs, to 

provide them an enriched and quality life.  

Teaming up with CRS Community Partnership, Micron was able to reach out to majority of our beneficiaries through 

the various events such as Celebrating Heroes in September and third edition of the upcoming Dreamseeds Arts Fest 

in November by offering many volunteer hands, warm hearts and big smiles.  

This year also marks the 40th anniversary of Micron Technology inc., where hundreds of employees were invited to 

enjoy a night of celebration with the company in Sentosa. As employees filled up the foyer outside of the ballroom, 

they were invited to pen their well wishes for the company on pieces of coloured papers. These were then used to 

form a rainbow, inspired and in recognition of us, Club Rainbow (Singapore) their adopted charity, along with a 

donation drive.  

One other activity of Micron’s anniversary celebration was extending invitations to 42 of our beneficiaries and their 

families to enjoy an evening at the Universal Studios with them. 

We are very grateful and blessed to have Micron partnering with us, in choosing to support our little ones. 

Their valuable contributions to our organisation through volunteering efforts and monetary donation truly 

helped in many ways.       



This month, we celebrate our birthday and reflect on how 

far we come to be and couldn’t have been possible 

without the generous and kind donations from corporate 

and individual donors who have been supporting our 

cause for many years and more to come… 

How to celebrate Club Rainbow’s birthday? How to celebrate Club Rainbow’s birthday? 



DSAF Sneak Peek

MARKED YOUR 
CALENDAR? 

REGISTERED FOR THE 
VARIOUS 
WORKSHOPS?  

Fast forward to the week of 

Dreamseeds Art Fest 2018, visitors 

could attend and immerse themselves 

in the realm of Arts through the line 

up of creative workshops available 

such as Baby Beat, Paper Marbling, 

Immersive Storytelling, etc.  



Updates & 
Announcements 

Upcoming events Call for rations 

That's right! We hope to

capture not only the spirit of

the events but most

importantly - the SMILES! 

Volunteers needed 

To receive news and 

updates, write to us at 

newsletter@clubrainbow.org 

to subscribe  ! 

Workshops 

Dreamseeds Art Fest 2018 

Kris Kringle 

Christmas with CRS @  

our NUH centre 

CSR engagements 

A big THANK YOU to all who

have answered our call for

rations last month.  

 

Follow us and look out for our

next call out again  

beginning of January 2019! 

If you wish to make an in-kind donation, kindly

please contact us at 6377 1789. Alternatively,

you may click below to find  

out more about the items most demanded

and required by our needy families. 

CALLING ALL INDIVIDUALS

WHO ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT

VIDEOGRAPHY +

VOLUNTEERISM! 

Do complete the form below

or forward to someone whom

you know will be interested to

be part of our volunteer team. 

Subscribe to our mailing list for

monthly updates or follow us on

Facebook and Instagram. 

https://clubrainbow.squarespace.com/take-action
https://goo.gl/forms/F8AMZDMoxVTlpBve2

